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With his exhibition Ce que cachait la nuit, Robin Wen offers a fresh perspective on the 
world of free parties. Far from the stereotypes that often surround them, he reveals their 
hidden side—the realm of mystery, connection, and poetry. Under his gaze, these 
clandestine gatherings become a space where celebration transcends music and opens 
onto new, more sensitive horizons. 

In the Project Room, four paintings capture this suspended atmosphere. The female 
portraits, painted in a style that is both classical and contemporary, contrast with the 
festive energy they evoke. The detail of an inscription on a piece of clothing is enough to 
root these figures in modernity. Depicted from behind, the characters withdraw, allowing 
the collective to take shape. In this frozen moment, Robin Wen unveils a silent celebration, 
stripped of its clichés, where the viewer becomes witness to shared emotions. 

The Wilde Gallery also presents six Bic pen drawings, revealing another facet of his work. 
The humble medium becomes an instrument of virtuosity, allowing fine lines to transform 
light into substance. These drawings capture precise and persistent visions: a colorful 
blotter evoking a landscape, vegetation bathed in blue, an eclipse between celestial body 
and spotlight, a laughing face hidden by ring-adorned hands, or fireworks suspended like 
fragments of memory. Each image condenses the fleeting vibration of a celebration into 
the stillness of paper. 

Through his works, Robin Wen continues his exploration of the free party as a form of 
contemporary communion. He does not seek to depict it, but to make it felt. Through light, 
gesture, and gaze, he draws the viewer into a hypnotic movement where art, crowd, and 
emotion merge into one. 

Neither pure aesthetics nor mere representation, Robin Wen’s approach explores the 
boundary between the visible and the implied, between the uncanny and the familiar. By 
not revealing the whole scene, he maintains a sense of mystery and invites the viewer to 
fill in the gaps of the image. 

Ce que cachait la nuit does more than evoke an atmosphere—it questions celebration as 
an inner experience. Through a play of reflections and mise en abyme, the painted figures 
gaze upon an invisible spectacle, while the gallery visitor becomes, in turn, an observer. 
The one who contemplates and the one who participates gradually merge. Individuality 
fades in favor of the collective, and the celebration becomes a mirror of the self. 
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Biography 
 
Graduated from La Cambre in 2018 and winner of the 2018 Woluwe-Saint-Pierre Arts Prize 
in the Drawing and Painting category, Robin Wen lives and works in Brussels. The artist's 
painting practice explores the world of the Free Party through its lifestyle, one driven by a 
youth seeking freedom. Initially a documentary approach, Robin Wen uses personal 
archives or objects from his daily life to powerfully and sensitively address the fragilities 
and violence within this environment. His drawings and paintings, now transformed into 
'anthropological objects,' bear witness to a universe oscillating between the fantastic and 
realism. 
 


